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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term Year 1 – Toys and Games 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will be introduced to the concepts of ‘old’ and ‘new’ and look at similarities and differences between toys of today and toys in the past. They will develop an understanding of chronology and an awareness of 

change and continuity by identifying how things have changed or stayed the same. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (eg, before, after, a long time ago, 

past) and everyday historical terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 

pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT,( Import Clipart images from “Microsoft Word” 
representing images of toys of today) models, timelines 
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The children could write some descriptive sentences about their object without naming it. Other children 

could then try to identify the object. This could also be done orally -‘What am I?’  
PE – toy dances (toy soldiers, music box) 

PHSCE – playground games 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the objects they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between objects and life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
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 to describe an artefact 

 to find out about aspects of the past 

 

 

 

 

What are our toys like? 

Ask the children to bring a favourite toy to school. Let the children look at each other’s toys and talk about them. Lead a discussion and 

encourage children to describe their toys. 

Children draw pictures of the new toys they have discussed. Display some of these on a timeline 

More Able: label and describe the features of the toy which make it a ‘new’ toy. They should begin to consider how they would be 

different from old toys. 

Ask the children to find out about, bring in photographs or actual toys that they had about 5 years ago 

Put a selection of small toys in a covered box. Children feel the toys and describe their characteristics, identify what toy might be -  

Literacy Link – developing descriptive vocabulary. 

Espresso Primary - History 1 - Toys - Video - Toy displays. 

 to describe an artefact 

 to find out about aspects of the past 

 to compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 
 

 

 

What were our toys like 5 years ago? 

Gather the toys and pictures together and ask the children how we can find out about us 5 years ago from these toys. 

Ask children to talk about their toys, when they were given them, who gave the toy to them, how it was used. 

Children draw a picture of a toy from 5 years ago.  Add some of these to their timeline. 

More able:  Write a description of what they have discussed.  

Introduce the idea that they will find out about ‘new’ and ‘old’ toys. Ask the children who they might ask about ‘old’ toys. 

Arrange for a grandparent/ great grandparent to bring in a childhood toy ( photos)for next lesson to share childhood memories.  

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/topics/toys 

 to use everyday words and phrases to describe an artefact 

 to ask and answer questions about everyday objects in the past  

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were our parents’ and grandparents’ toys like? 

Encourage the children to talk to a parent/carer/grandparent about the toys they had when they were small. Ask them to bring one of 

these toys to school if they can.  

Discuss –What do we call this toy?  Who might use this toy?  What is this toy made from?  How do you think you would use this toy?  

Do we play with toys like this today?   How are they different from toys today? What do you think it is made of? How are they similar to 

toys today? Why are there differences? 

Children should draw a picture of the old toy and write a sentence about it. 

More Able: Draw an old toy and write a description of it. 

Add a picture of one of the toys to the time line.  

 To know that oral sources and museum displays can be used to find out about 

the past  

 

 

 

What were other people’s toys like? 

Ask a parent/teacher to talk about, and show, some toys from when he/she was small.Encourage the children to ask questions to find out 

information about the toy, how it was used, what it is made of. 

Or, visit a toy museum.  Ask the children to make a ‘picture list’ of old toys, babies’ toys, metal toys, wooden toys,  

http://www.everyschool.co.uk/history-key-stage-1-toys.html 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_toys/video_pages/video_display.html
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http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=104 

 to speak about everyday objects in the past 

 To familiarise the children with toys from long ago. 

 To find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-

witness accounts, pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to 

museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

 
 

What toys did the Victorians play with? 

Show the children Victorian artefacts (eg skipping ropes, cup and ball, Diablo, spinning top). Ask them whether they think they are old 

or new toys and discuss what clues they could use. Who do they think played with these toys? Are they like our toys today? Where would 

we place them on the timeline?   

Out on the playground - Allow the children to experience playing with the toys. Discuss which ones they enjoyed playing with and why. 

Did you find any of the toys difficult to use? 

Discuss differences.  

Display idea - Take photographs of the children playing with the toys.  Add to the display with comments from the children. 

 More Able: write a description of their favourite Victorian toy and why they enjoyed using it. 

Discuss what we can find out about the past from these toys – no electrical toys, material the toys are made from, colour 

 

 to speak about everyday objects in the past 

 To familiarise the children with moving toys from long ago. 

 to ask and answer questions 

 

 What moving toys did children play with long ago? 

Show the children pictures of moving toys from long ago or real artefacts.  Explain that they are from the Victorian times and locate on 

the time line. 

 Ask the children to describe what they are made of and what they think they are called. 

Children in groups to answer key questions and then feedback to the class. How would you use this toy? Will it move on it’s own? How 

could you move this toy? What helps to move this toy? Can you think of any other old toys that move? – hobbyhorse, hoops and sticks, 

puppets, pull along toys etc.   Ensure children understand that toys from the past are usually made from wood. 

Children draw a picture of one of the toys looked at and write a simple description based on the questions discussed. 

Who played with a rocking horse? 

Recap the learning from the previous week and show the children the pictures of old toys. Focus on the rocking horse. Who would have 

played with this toy? Explain that only rich Victorian children would have used the rocking horse. 

Provide children with the necessary equipment to make a model of a rocking horse  

Display idea – Add some of the Rocking horse to the display. 

 To learn rhymes and chants from playground games of the past. 

 To play playground games from the past 

What sort of playground games did children used to play? 

Discuss the playground games children play today. Make a list of games that they play now.  

Tell the children about games played in the past.  List them under the heading ‘Then’.  Take the children into the playground or hall.  

Teach the children playground games.  

Talk about the playground games they played and the words used in the rhymes – Do they give us any clues that children played these 

games in the past?  (Muffin man/Jack jump over the candle stick/hippety hopping to the corner shop to buy a stick of candy)   

In groups children invent a new game that they could play today modelled on the games of the past. 
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 to speak about everyday objects in the past 

 

Rich or Poor? 

Refer back to all the learning from the topic use the display to help children discuss what they have learnt.  Discuss design, materials, 

what the toys looked like and how the toys were used/moved. 

Discuss the type of toys the children have seen/used during the topic and which was their favourite and why.   

Remind the children of who played with the different toys – rich or poor children. 

Imagine they have been granted three wishes.  Write a wish from a Victorian child making it clear that they are either rich or poor. 

Or – write a diary entry imagining that you are a Victoriana child (rich or poor)  

More able – use adjectives from the display to describe the toy would like. 

 To use secondary sources of information to find out about the history of teddy 

bears. 

The First Teddy Bear 

Children to bring in their own teddy bears. 

Discuss how long they have had their bear.  Does anyone else in their family have a teddy bear. 

Ask them when they think the very first bear was made and why.  How can we find out? 

Show them the cartoon picture of The bear being tethered and Roosevelt with a bear cub. 

Ask them what they think the pictures are about, who is in the pictures.  Look closely at what they man is wearing, what does that tell 

us?  What is happening in the pictures? 

 

Read the story about President Roosevelt and his hunting trip. Children could: 

Create a poster advertising the first teddy bear – include pictures and captions showing the President and the bear. 

Write a newspaper report about the hunting trip and the invention of the first teddy bear. 

Drama – create a news report for the TV/Radio about the hunting trip and the invention of the first teddy bear. Introduce children to 

Margret Steiff and Steiff bears.  

 

 

 

 

 to identify similarities and differences between old toys and new toys 

 to describe how they found out about old and new toys 

What is the same and what is different about these toys? 

Show old and new toys of a similar type, eg two bears. Or two puppets. Use ppt to look at punch and judy shows. How have puppets 

changed over time? What is the same/different? . Ask the children to talk about what is the same and what is different. Draw their 

attention to design, materials and how the toys move, as well as to what the toys look like. 

https://www.google.co.uk/?gws_rd=ssl#q=toys+ks1+powerpoint&revid=893598354 

Questions 

Which is the oldest bear?/puppet?  What clues tell us that that is the oldest bear/puppet?  What clues do we have to help us decide that 

the other bear/puppet  is new? How have bears/puppets  changed?  

Ask the children to draw a picture of each bear or puyppet and help them to label it. (Using words from a word bank). 

More Able: Stick a picture of each bear/puppet into book and write a descriptive sentence about each of the teddies. Challenge- explain 

how they have changed.-make own puppet. 
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 To know about stories from the past Winnie the Pooh 

Show chn a variety of different Winnie the Pooh teddies/pictures and talk about what the chn have at home that is winnie the pooh. 

Explain that he has been popular for years, which is why there are different merchandise available. 

Read to the class the story of Winnie the Pooh .Draw a picture to show something that happened in the story and add a caption. 

Create a simple storyboard of 3 pictures + captions to re-tell the story. 

Create a newspaper report about the bear being brought to the zoo and this amazing boy sitting in its cage.  
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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term Year 2 The Great Fire of London 2 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will learn about an important event beyond living memory in British history and develop their sense of chronology. They will develop the historical concepts of cause and consequence and use them to 

make connections as to why the Great Fire occurred; its results; and the different ways it is represented. 

 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (eg, before, after, a long time ago, 

past) and everyday historical terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 

pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 
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Expectations 

Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 

 make connections between cause and consequences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Manor Primary School  

 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 to know where the Great Fire broke out 

 to know when the fire happened 

 to place the event on a time line showing periods in the history of 

England 

 

Where and when did the Great Fire begin? 

Following on from the unit looking at the plague, tell the children that the Great Fire happened a long time ago in September 1666. 

www.BBC.co.uk/schools/     Expresso 

Show the children a time line with today at one end and a very long time ago at the other. Provide statements with events which will be 

well known to the children such as; when I was born, when my parents were born, when my grandparents were born and when the 

plague broke out. Mark on the period and time to which the great Fire occurred.  

Where did the Great Fire take place? Show the children a picture/photograph of central London. Where do they think this? Tell the 

children that the fire broke out in Central London.  

Use a map to locate where London is (the children should have prior knowledge of this from unit on the plague)  

Discuss the children’s own ideas of the Great Fire might have occurred. 

Children to draw a simple time line to show when the fire occurred as well as other periods that are relevant to the children or children 

to locate on a map London and where the fire broke out. Children to write a short sentence to explain the date of when the fire broke 

out. 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/history/history.htm 

 To understand why the fire broke out 

 To find out about the main events of the fire 

 To find out about the results of the fire 

What happened in the Great Fire? 

Recap on when and where the Great fire took place. Reflect back on the class time line created  

Using the KS1 Big book entitled ‘The Great Fire of London’ read about the story and discuss 

Why did the fire start? Where did it start? What happened? Why did it end? What were the results of the fire? Why was it called the 

Great Fire? 

Chn to list the main events in chronological order and record the events of the fire on a time line. 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Lessons/worksheets/tudor_stuart/Great_Fire.doc 

 To know why the fire spread so far for so long 

 To compare what makes cities safer from great fires today  

 

 

Why did the fire spread so far and stay alight for so long? 

Show the children pictures of typical seventeenth-century houses, churches and street scenes.(A3 picture poster Street Scene)   

Encourage them to describe the street scene and what the houses are made from. Discuss with the children the reasons why the fire 

spread rapidly and why people took refuge in churches and in boats on the river. 

Encourage the children to think about who helps to fight fires today. Explain that there was no fire brigade at the time. Show children 

pictures of the people who fought the fire in the 17
th
 Century and talk about what methods and equipment they used. Compare this to 

how we fight fires today.  

Walk around the school and locate and discuss the use of our fire fighting equipment. Encourage the children to think about how we 

might have fought fire in the 17
th
 Century without the equipment. 

 To learn about the past from primary source evidence. How do we know what happened in the Great Fire?   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
http://www.historyonthenet.com/Lessons/worksheets/tudor_stuart/Great_Fire.doc
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Show a portrait of Samuel Pepys.. who do you think he is? Why?  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/famouspeople/standard/pepys/index.shtml#focus –   

Read short, edited extracts from Pepys’ diary about the fire and what happened in London afterwards. What do the diary’s extracts tell us 

about the Great Fire that we knew/didn’t know before? 

Discuss what a diary is, whether it is fact or fiction, and the sort of information people keep in diaries. Why might diaries from the past 

be useful to us today? 

Children write their own diary extracts from the point of view of a fire fighter, a victim of the fire or an official. What can you see? What 

does the fire look like? How do you feel?  

 to use their knowledge and understanding of the Great Fire to make a 

representation of it 

What have we learnt about the Great Fire? 

http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/resources/imagebank/ 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/great-fire-london 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings/paintings/the-great-fire-of-london-50575 

Look at paintings and drawings of the great fire. What information do they give us? 

Help the children to recall all they have found out about the fire and how they found out about it, eg from the story, pictures, Pepys’ 
diary. Ask them to draw or paint a picture showing something important they have learnt about the fire. 

Ask the children to talk about their own pictures and then to consider the differences between them.  

 To be aware of how fashions and architecture change. What was built after the great fire of London? 

Show the children a picture of St. Paul’s Cathedral after the great fire of London. Discuss the features children can see on the building. 

Brainstorm things we take for granted today that would not have been present in 1666. 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=paintings+of+saint+pauls+cathedral 

Provide groups of children with copies of a street scene in 1666 and a street scene today. Ask them to compare the two pictures.  What is 

the same? What is different?  

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/visiting-the-city/walks-tours-and-architecture/Documents/fire-of-london-self-guided-

walk.pdf 

Discuss the children’s findings. Record as a chart: 

London 1666                                 London today 

 To be aware of how fashions and architecture change. 

 To consider interpretations of History.  

Was the great fire of London a good thing or a bad thing? 

Ask the children to think about a birthday party or celebration they have been to. Was it a good or a bad experience? Ask children to 

think about whether it would have been a good experience if they had felt sick or if one of their favourite toys had got lost or broken. 

Introduce the idea that events can be happy or sad depending on how we feel at the time and what happens afterwards to put the 

situation right. (Eg. The toy may have been found again).  

Ask the children to give you a list of bad effects of the fire. After this explains that there the fire also had positive consequences. The fire 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/famouspeople/standard/pepys/index.shtml#focus
http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/resources/imagebank/
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/great-fire-london
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marked the end of the plague, it burnt the slums and made room for new buildings such as St. Paul’s. 
Children record the positive and negative consequences of the fire under two headings. 
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Dutch painter 1666 
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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term Year 2 The Plague 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will learn about an important event beyond living memory in British history and develop their sense of chronology. They will develop the historical concepts of cause and consequence and use them to 

make connections as to why the plague happened; its results; and the different ways it is represented. 

 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (eg, before, after, a long time ago, 

past) and everyday historical terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 

pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 
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Expectations 

Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 

 make connections between cause and consequences 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 to know when the plague happened  

 to know where the plague broke out 

 to place the event on a time line showing periods in the history of England 

 

Where and when did the Plague begin? 

 Introduce the plague by explaining to the children that it was a deadly disease that was spread during 1644-1666.  REF: Discovery World 

Links- ‘The Plague 

Demonstrate a time line with today at one end and a very long time ago at the other. Provide statements with events which will be well 

known to the children such as; when I was born, when my parents were born, when my grandparents were born and any other key dates 

prior studied. Mark on the period and time to which the plague. Help the children to grasp how far they are going back in history. 

Discuss the dates of when the plague started and ended. How long it last in total? 

Where did the Plague take place? Show the children a picture/photograph of central London. Where do they think this? Tell the children 

that the Plague broke out in Central London. 

Where is London within the UK? Use a map to locate where London is - use interactive resources - World wise to locate London. 

 Discuss the children’s own ideas of how the Plague might have occurred. Create a class poster of generated questions. Ask the children 

to draw up a list of questions they would like to investigate in order to find out more about the plague. 

Children to draw a simple time line to show when the plague occurred as well as other periods that are relevant to the children or 

children to locate on a map of the Uk and where the Plague broke out (London) Children to write a short sentence to explain the date of 

when the plague broke out. 

 To know the signs and symptoms of the plague 

 To know what happened to victims of the plague 

What were the signs of the Plague? 

Recap on last week’s learning to ensure the children have a sense of time and history.  

Refer back to the questions that the children generated in the first lesson about what they would like to find out about the plague. 

Discuss- How do you think people knew that they had the Plague? What do you think the signs and symptoms were? When we have 

chicken pox, how can you tell? How could we find out? 

Read and discuss pages 6-7 in the  KS1 Big book entitled ‘The Plague’  
Did the children come up with any signs and symptoms before reading the text that were correct? If you were a doctor in 1644, how 

would you know that someone had the plague? - bad cold, high fever, painful black swelling called Buboes(under the armpits) were some 

of the symptoms. 

(Children to listen to a oral account from a person describing their signs and symptoms-  

Teachers to create this) Expectations in history (SCAA, 1997, page 7) shows a completed time line of the Plague 

Chn to design a ‘what to look for card’ presenting the signs and symptoms of the plague. Children to also present bullet point, general 

advise about the deadly disease using their learning.  

Role play doctors surgery in the period of the plague with a plague victim describing his/her symptoms. 

 To learn about what happened during the plague.  

 To know what the key events of the plague were.  

 

What happened during the Plague? 

Recap on last week’s learning on when, where and the symptoms of the Plague.  

Refer back to the questions that the children generated in the first lesson about what they would like to find out about the plague. 

Discuss with the children - What do you think happened during the plague?  
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Read and discuss pages p 4-17  in the  KS1 Big book entitled ‘The Plague’  
What were the sequence of events? What were the key dates.?  

Children to create a story board of the key events of the plague and write simple captions.  

Teachers to supplement learning with interactive sources using  

www.bbc.com.schools    

www.saburchill.com/history 

 To know why the plague spread so quickly 

 To understand how to stop the plague from occurring. 

 

 

 

 

How did the plague spread so quickly and how could it have been prevented? 

Recap on last week’s learning on the key events of the plague period. 

To encourage the children to develop their enquiry skills, ask the children to think about the following: How do you think that the 

plague was spread sp quickly? What could have carried the disease? When we have a cold, how do we pass on germs?  

Show the children a set of clues - pictures or objects of rats and fleas.  

Read and discuss pages p10-11  in the  KS1 Big book entitled ‘The Plague’  
Discuss how although the rats spread the disease, it was the rat fleas that spread the deadly disease to the humans. (use interactive links 

and the internet for further information- www.saburchill.com/history/chapters/chap4018f.html 

Write a letter from the Mayor of London alerting people about how the plague is spreading and include ways people could prevent the 

plague from spreading. 

BA-provide a structured letter to list the ways of preventing the plague.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To examine a range of visual and written historical sources about the plague. 

 

How do we know what happened during the plague? 

Reflect on how the plague was spread and ways of prevention used to try and protect people from the disease. 

Ask the children- How can we find out what happened during the plague? What could we use to find out historic information? 

Using pages p20-27 in the KS1 Big book entitled ‘The Plague’ look at a number of sources about the plague.  Look at and discuss 

photographs, Bills of Morality, Samuel Pepy’s diary and portraits by Defoe. Discuss the eye witness account within the Ks1 Big book.  

For each source discuss the following: what do they tell us about the plague? How useful are they to us? What information don’t they tell 

http://www.bbc.com.schools/
http://www.saburchill.com/history
http://www.saburchill.com/history/chapters/chap4018f.html
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us? Which source helps us the most as an historian? Why is an eye witness account really good to use as an historian? Ask the children 

to imagine that they are brave doctors -Hot Seat’  
Write a diary extract explaining what he/she has seen during the plague period.  

 To learn how and when the plague ended. 

 To understand the impact/result of the plague on people and their lives. 

How did the Plague come to an end? 

Reflect on the sources explored last week and what they told us about the plague. 

Look back at the time line created in lesson 1. Reflect back on the date to which the Plague started and when it ended. How might the 

plague have ended? Ask the children to discuss thinking about the way the disease was spread using their learning- collect ideas ,tell them 

that they will find out next lesson - Great Fire of London.  

Discuss and learn about the importance behind the plague song- ‘Ring o roses’ children to sing it as a whole class.  

Role play leaning over the past weeks to act out a person cleaning their home to prevent the plague. Children to include /think about 

why, where and when the plague took place as well as key events and symptoms. 

Children to look at following unit - the Great Fire of London in the next lesson.  
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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term- Year 3 

The Savage Saxons and Vicious Vikings 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will find out about how invaders have shaped the history of the British Isles and develop their understanding of reasons for and consequences of invaders and settlers. In this unit children will continue to 

develop a chronological understanding of British, local and world history and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and develop their 

understanding of interpretations of the past. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of the British Isles in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry and how there are contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past. 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, 

century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, 

attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the 

wider world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied  

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the 

different periods and societies studied. 

 . 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, 

CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to 

museums, galleries and sites] 
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 to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the 

enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, 

drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms and phrases relating to events studied and the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the everyday lives of people in the past 

 show how things can be the same and different between life in different periods. 

 identify reasons for and results of peoples actions 

 identify and give reasons for different ways in which the past is represented 

 distinguish between different sources- compare different versions of the same story 

 Show an understanding of significant turning point in British History 

  ask and answer questions, 

 Use a range of sources to find out about  

 identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the periods studied  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 to use the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ 

 to place the Anglo-Saxon period in a chronological timeline 

 that Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain and that the period of invasion was followed by 

a period of settlement 

 to know where the Anglo-Saxons came from and where they invaded England using 

maps.  

 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 

Introduce the Anglo-Saxons chronologically in relation to the Romans. Explain that the Anglo-Saxons invaded and settled in Britain in 450AD as the 

Romans left in 410AD. Reinforce the meaning of the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ .Create a timeline to show time and period of the Anglo-Saxons.  

Using a map, locate where the Anglo-Saxon homelands were. Discuss the different places they came from and the different areas of England they 

settled. 

Present the children with pictures of Anglo-Saxon people – What sort of people do you think they are? What does the picture suggest? What 

questions would you ask them if you could go back in time and interview them? Why do you think they came to Britain? Introduce that there are 

different opinions by different historians. 

Children to create a history time line, labelling the period in question as well as in relation to other historic period including Romans, Vikings and so 

on. Children to map the countries from which the Anglo-Saxons came from and places to where they settled in England.  

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/history/history4.htm 

Espresso 

to know that the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain and that the period of invasion was 

followed by a period of settlement. 

 

to understand where the Anglo-Saxons settled when they came  

Were the Anglo-Saxons in our area? 

Tell the children that the Anglo-Saxons left us evidence of their invasions and settlements. What do you think they might be? Ensure that the children 

understand the word settlements.  

Show the children the endings that the Anglo-Saxons gave to the towns that they settled in: bourne, den or dene, ford, ham, ing, lea, leigh or ley, ton, 

worth.  Do the children know any places which end with these endings? 

Provide the children with maps and ask the children to investigate where the anglo Saxons settled and why? How many towns or villages in our local  

area were Anglo-Saxon settlements. 

http://billdargue.jimdo.com/glossary-brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-birmingham/anglo-saxon-birmingham/ 

 

 http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/AngloSaxonSites/ 

To know about what was discovered at Sutton Hoo 

To make inferences from archaeological evidence 

How was the grave at Sutton Hoo discovered? 

Ask children what they know about archaeology. What does an archaeologist do? What is the role of an archaeologist. Explain that things 

that have been thrown away in the past can be very valuable to the historian as they can provide a good source of evidence.  

Tell the children about the discovery of the ship burial at Sutton Hoo, the story of the mounds, where they were discovered and about 

the group of archaeologists who investigated the site. Explain to the children that in Anglo-Saxon times people were not Christians, they 

were called Pagans. Tell the children that it was customary to bury the dead with some of their possessions. This is another good source 

of evidence.  

Show the children pictures of the grave objects in the order they were discovered by the archaeologists. Then show them what was also 

discovered – the outline of a boat. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/sutton_hoo_helmet/  

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/suttonhoo.htm 

http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/sutton_hoo.html 

 

 Ask the children to guess what it is. Tell them about ship burials. Ask them what is missing from the grave – a body. Why might the 

http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/history/history4.htm
http://billdargue.jimdo.com/glossary-brief-histories/a-brief-history-of-birmingham/anglo-saxon-birmingham/
http://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/AngloSaxonSites/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/worldhistory/sutton_hoo_helmet/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/suttonhoo.htm
http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/sutton_hoo.html
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body be absent? Explain that this is a mystery. 

Children to write an eye-witness account as an archaeologist who has discovered the ship burial at Sutton Hoo. 

to answer questions about the finds at Sutton Hoo What was in the grave? 

(Children to use the British Museum web site to investigate the objects that were buried at Sutton Hoo – 

www.thebritisihmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ ) 

Children to carry out an ‘artefact enquiry’ for each object. Ask the children to generate historical questions and think about questioning 

including: What is the size of the object? What is it made from? How is it decorated? What is it? (use history resource packs for visual 

evidence of objects) 

Ask the children to sort the objects into following categories: jewellery, personal possessions, household objects, and weapons. Discuss 

with the children how objects can provide clues about whose grave it is, e.g. weapon, helmet, and sceptre. Ask the children what is 

missing from the grave – a body. Why might the body be absent? Explain that is a mystery.  

Children to sketch an object and write a short description of what it is and who it may have belonged to.  

 to locate the Anglo-Saxon homelands on a map 

 to know about the way of life of the Anglo-Saxons. 

What was life like at the time the person in the grave was alive? 

Ask questions to help the children recap what they have learnt about settlement. Help them locate on a map the lands the Anglo-Saxons 

originally came from. Ask the children what they know about these countries. Why might the Anglo-Saxons have wanted to come to 

Britain? 

Children to use the BBC education web site to research an aspect of life in Anglo-Saxon times, e.g. clothes, food, homes, women’s work, 

men’s work, slaves, crime/ punishment, transport, leisure, beliefs. Help them to devise a set of questions appropriate to the topic to focus 

their enquiries. 

 – (www.bbc.co.uk/schools/anglosaxons/index.shtml) 

Children to use the internet, a range of written sources and visual from the history resource room to research life in Anglo-Saxon times.  

Children to create a fact file using the evidence and information they have collected.  

To understand there are contrasting interpretations of the past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Anglo-Saxon oral traditions.  

Explain to the children that most Anglo-Saxons could not read or write but enjoyed telling stories and riddles. Discuss what a riddle is. 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/resources/54781 

 

Present the children with examples of Anglo-Saxon riddles and read.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/anglo_saxons/stories_and_pastimes/ 

 

Explain to the children that riddles were eventually written down hundreds of years later. Tell the children that Beowulf is a famous and 

well known example of an Anglo-Saxon story. http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/beowulf_poem.html 

 

Children to role play the story of Beowulf.  

 

http://www.thebritisihmuseum.ac.uk/compass/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/anglosaxons/index.shtml
http://education.scholastic.co.uk/resources/54781
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/anglo_saxons/stories_and_pastimes/
http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/kids/beowulf_poem.html


 

Manor Primary School  

 

 to locate on a time line the period when the Vikings made raids and then settled in 

Britain 

 to understand why the Viking people explored many parts of the world 

Why did the Vikings travel from their homelands and where did they go? 

Introduce the Vikings chronologically in relation to the Romans and Anglo-Saxon. Explain that the Vikings invaded Britain in 790AD-

860AD. Add the Vikings to the class timeline begun.  

Introduce the Vikings as traders, raiders and explorers and discuss what each one of these means. What sort of impression does this give 

of the Vikings? What sort of things do you think they traded? Where do you think that that the Vikings came from? 

Use a modern world map or the internet to show the children the Viking homelands – Norway, Sweden and Denmark. Discuss the 

countries that the Vikings came from.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/timeline 
http://www.topicpod.com/vikings/why_vikings_leave_menubar.html 

 

Why do you think that the Vikings wanted to come to Britain? Evidence of Viking settlements has been discovered in many parts of the 

world. Use the map as a prompt to discuss why the Vikings might choose to come to countries like Britain, where they might land and 

what time of year they might come.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/vikings/what_happened_to_the_vikings/ 

Children to create a timeline of the Viking period. Children to use a world map to locate the countries of Viking homelands. 

 

 to learn the reasons for Vikings leaving their homelands. 

 to understand Viking life in homelands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Viking leave their homelands? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/vikings/what_happened_to_the_vikings/ 

Recap on who the Vikings were, the period of history they were part of and which countries were known as the Viking homelands. Why 

did the Vikings leave their homelands for a new life in Britain? 

Provide the children with a range of written and audio sources investigate the reasons behind the Viking leaving their homelands. Discuss 

the children’s findings and discuss reasons like work and increase in population as some of the reasons. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/vikings.html 

Using the evidence and learning from the sources, ask the children to write a written account in the form of a diary extract as a Swedish 

Viking. Diary extracts to include reasons for leaving and the hopes they have for their new land – Britain. 

 

 

 to use a range of sources to find out about Viking longboats 

 to make inferences about the Viking way of life 

How did the Vikings travel so far from their homelands? 

Recap on where the Viking homelands land were within the world using a map. How do you think the Vikings travelled to Britain? What 

form of transport do you think they used to get to Britain? 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/vikings.html 

 

http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/vikings 

 

Show the children a picture of a Viking long boat and establish that the Vikings used boats as their main form of transport to other 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/timeline
http://www.topicpod.com/vikings/why_vikings_leave_menubar.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/vikings.html
http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/vikings
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countries like Britain. Looking at the picture, ask the children to using their observational skills to discuss - How would you describe the 

long boats? What is made from? Who do you think made the longboats? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml 

Give the children information on Viking longboats, including details of prow heads, e.g. photographs, line drawings, artists’ 
reconstructions. Children complete a labelled drawing of a Viking long ship and to describe the shape of the ship, how it moved, how it 

protected passengers from wind and rain and how it shows that the Vikings were skilled craftspeople. 

 

 to describe and explain the reasons why the Vikings chose to raid monasteries 

 to learn when and where raids took place. 

Why did the Vikings raid monasteries? 

Discuss with the children what Vikings might find in monasteries, e.g. food, gold, riches, money. 

Tell the children who monks were, where they lived and what they did, and that they would not fight. Explain that people gave beautiful 

things to the monasteries and that monasteries had stores of food to give to the poor and to travellers. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml 

Explain that Viking raids were frequently on monasteries and the raids went on for over 60 years before the Vikings actually stayed or 

settled. Use sources of information to tell the children where some raids took place with dates 

Read a short extract of an account a of Viking raids from an Anglo-Saxon source. http://www.ncte.ie/viking/less2.htm 

Tell the children that accounts of raids were often written down by Anglo-Saxons monks. Do they think these accounts would provide a 

true account of what happened? Why? How do you think the monks felt about the Vikings? Why? 

http://www.immersiveeducation.eu/pdf/tsp/Vikings.pdf 

 

Children to role play a raid scene and act out why monasteries were an appealing palace for Vikings. Children to write a Newspaper 

Article or Viking Advert telling other Vikings why monasteries are the best places for raids. 

 

 to know who King Alfred was  

 to know about King Alfred and the impact he had from a range of written and 

visual historical sources 

 to recall, select and organise their knowledge about King Alfred into a written 

biography. 

Where did the Vikings finally settle in England? 

Using maps, locate where the Vikings finally settled and locate the boundaries of the Danelaw on a map of the UK. Show the children a 

picture of King Alfred. http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/alfred_the_great.shtml Ask the children to use their skills of 

observation and enquiry to generate questions about who they think the person is and what they would like to ask him in order to find 

out more.   

Discuss the questions generated by the children. Present the children with sources of evidence and information and ask them to research 

who King Alfred was. 

 http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/alfred-the-great 

 Children to have a selection of written and visual sources to investigate this historic figure. 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/alfred_the_great.php   

Children to write a simple biography or a personal fact file of King Alfred the Great.  

 

 to know about Viking settlements in Britain. 

 to ask and answer questions from archaeological evidence to find out more about 

When and why did the Vikings leave? 

Ask the children to think about why Viking might have left Britain after years to settlement. Explain how the Viking settlement in Britain came to an 

end.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/vikings/index.shtml
http://www.ncte.ie/viking/less2.htm
http://www.immersiveeducation.eu/pdf/tsp/Vikings.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/alfred_the_great.shtml
http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/alfred-the-great
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages/alfred_the_great.php
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the Vikings. Provide children with pictures of artefacts discovered at Viking sites and scenes of Viking life. http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8c4d2p   What 

do these objects tell us about Viking life? Ask children to complete a two-column grid with the headings ‘What the picture shows’ and ‘What this 

object tells us about the Vikings’.  
Allow the children resources; text books to complete more research on their chosen category.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8c4d2p
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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term Year 4 

Castles and Knights 
Overview of Unit of Learning 

In this unit of learning pupils are introduced to castles and their history. Children will explore what castles were and why they were built. Children will investigate a timeline of castles built in England and their key features. 

They will develop their understanding of cause and consequence, continuity and change and use these concepts to make connections and analyse trends. Learning for this unit will be enriched through a visit to Warwick 

castle.  

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 

times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 

been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including more complex terms- ancient, 

modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the period and society, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the society studied,  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied and offer reasonable explanations for some events 

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the 

different periods and societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 Use evidence to reconstruct life during the shang dynasty, identifying key features and events. 

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-

ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 

galleries and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources and 
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their relevance to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 understand the nature of life in a castle and the achievements and follies of mankind. 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘knight’, ‘civilisation’, ‘feudal’ and ‘government’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, similarity, difference, cause and consequence 

  make connections and  draw contrasts between civilisations 

  frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning  

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims,  

  discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain an understanding of the connections between local, regional, national and international history 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 To use sources to investigate historical questions 

 To explore what castles are and why they were built. 

 

What is a castle? Why were they built? Where  were castles built? 

 Show the children a range of images of castles- What do they think they are? Introduce - Castles and Knights. 

 What did the children already know? What is a castle? Knight? Have any of them visited a castle? 

 What questions would the children like to investigate this term about castle and knights? 

Children to produce a sticky wall of questions on Post-it-notes and draw an image of a castle. Discuss what perceptions and ideas the 

children have already about what castles are and what they look like.  

Tell children we are going to be investigating the key questions 

 What is a castle?  

 What is the purpose of a castle?  

Provide the children with a range of secondary and internet sources to explore and find out for themselves. 

http://www.ks1resources.co.uk/page149.html. 

http://www.learninghuddle.com/sample_castle/castle_knights.htm 

http://www.learninghuddle.com/topics.php 

http://www.newyorkprimary.org/CastlesandKnights.html 

 

Secondary Sources and textbooks   Usborne – what were castles for?  Pp2-3    The Usborne book of Castles. 

www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

Children to present their findings in a castle log.  

 

 To identity what the first castles were like. 

 To identify and place castles in chronological order onto a timeline.  

 To identify castles and their features through time.  

 

 

 

 

What were the first castles like? Exploring castles through time.  

How can we find out about what the first and earliest castles look like? Discuss different sources we can use. Relate to how we can find 

out about the earliest castles. 

 

Show the children a visual array of sources for castles through time. Ask the children to use their own sense of chronology and time to 

place the different castles on a time line- which castle is the earliest? Which is the most modern? What key features of the castles can we 

see? Do they help us to order them? What makes  historians, think that?  

Introduce the children to Motte, Bailey and Stone castles.  

Over a series of lesson- children to use a range of sources to investigate castles through time. Children to explore the earliest to most 

modern castles and their features. Children to present their learning in a variety of ways 

http://www.ks1resources.co.uk/page149.html
http://www.learninghuddle.com/sample_castle/castle_knights.htm
http://www.learninghuddle.com/topics.php
http://www.newyorkprimary.org/CastlesandKnights.html
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
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 Using ICT create a timeline of different types of castles. 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm  

 Creating an informative Castle guide to present castles through history 

 

 To use sources to ask and investigate historical questions 

 To draw conclusions about castles by using a variety of visual and 

written sources 

 To explore similarities and differences of castle features.  

 

 

 

 

What were the key outside features of castles? 

Share visual sources and pictures of castles and a mix of other types of buildings from the past – can the children spot the castles? How 

did the children identify the castles from the visual sources? What key features of castles can the children see? Do all the castles have the 

same/common key features? 

http://www.ks1resources.co.uk/page149.html. 

 

http://www.learninghuddle.com/sample_castle/castle_knights.htm 

 

http://www.learninghuddle.com/topics.php 

 

http://www.newyorkprimary.org/CastlesandKnights.html 

 

Provide the children with opportunities to explore the key features outside of castles. Children to focus on  

 Tower, drawbridges, battlements, the keep, moats 

Children to imagine they are a castle guard and to write a first person account to describe the outside key features of a castle.   

 To use sources to question, enquire and investigate what life was like 

inside the castle walls. 

 To draw historical conclusions about features inside a castle.  

Through the castle keyhole- what was it like inside a castle?  

What would it have been like inside a castle. What do we think was inside a castle? What rooms would there have been? What were the 

key features?   

Use post-it-notes to generate their own historical questions that they would like to investigate about the inside of castles.  

Present the children with laptops to research what it was like inside a castle. Children to explore key features inside a castle including: 

 Square keeps and kitchen- the cellar, brew house, buttery 

 The great hall, the chapel and shell keep 

 Outbuildings 

 The gatehouse 

Share website -http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html 

Children to present their findings by creating illustrations and text to explain what it was like inside a castle.  

 To investigate who lived inside a castle and why. 

 To use sources to question, enquire and find out life within a castle. 

A castle Home –Who lived in a castle? What would it have been like to live in a castle? 

Ask the children to think about who they think would have lived inside a castle and why? Who would have been the most important 

person living inside castle? What about the least important? Do the children think different people had different jobs whilst living inside 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm
http://www.ks1resources.co.uk/page149.html
http://www.learninghuddle.com/sample_castle/castle_knights.htm
http://www.learninghuddle.com/topics.php
http://www.newyorkprimary.org/CastlesandKnights.html
http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html
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 To draw historical conclusions about castles as a home  

 To investigate the running of an estate.  

 To investigate different hierarchy jobs within a castle.  

 

a castle? Were these jobs less or more important than others?  

http://www.woodlands- junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/castles/timeline.htm  

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm 

Over a series of lessons, the children are to investigate who lived in a castle and who was involved in the running of an estate.  

 Present the children with two mystery letters – one from the Lord of the castle and the other from a castle pheasant, clearly 

describing their life inside a castle.  

             Ask the children to read and investigate for themselves.  

 What do the letters tell us as historians about life inside a castle? 

 Are the two letters similar or different? How? Why? 

 Would you have liked to live as a Lord or a pheasant? Why? 

 How reliable are the two letter sources in telling us about life within the past? 

Children to draw conclusions based on the two letter sources and then using their learning, write a first person diary account in the life 

and day of a Lord/Lady or pheasant.  

 Children investigate ‘who’s who’ pages 64-70 The Usborne book of Castles. Children to explore the roles and jobs of people 

part of the Lord’s estate.  
           Children to investigate: 

 who was who at the top of the castle- king’s, lord’s , Lady, children and doctors 

 who was involved in the running of the caste- stewards, clerks, chamberlain 

 who was who in defence- men at arms, watchmen, squires 

 who’s who: servants- waiters, cleaners, indoor staff, maids and handy men 

Children to use their findings to create a branching tree to show ‘who’s who’ within the organisation of the Lord’s estate.  
Children to mark on Lords            knights             pheasants (children to add illustrations and captions to explain the role of each job 

and role) 

 www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

 

 To investigate using sources what a castle feast was like. 

 To draw historical conclusions about castles as a home  

 

What was a castle feast like?  

Show the children a picture a castle feast- what can the children see? What is it telling us? What do you think was eaten at a castle feast? 

Do you think all castle residents ate the same food? Why? Why not? 

What questions does the visual; source promote? 

 

Introduce to the children that banquets and feasts were very traditional to life inside a castle. What people ate depended on the time and 

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
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period in which they lived but most castle feasts had many things in common including plenty of drinking, shouting and laughing!  

Share pictures on website - http://www.skiptoncastle.co.uk/family.asp 

Children investigate ‘castle feasts’ on pages 16-17 Usborne- What were castles for? And pages 73-74 The Usborne book of Castles. 

 Children explore key questions: 

 Where did they eat?  What did the nobles usually eat?  Where was the feast cooked and prepared? 

 How much did a banquet cost? 

Children to use their findings to write news report for the ‘Castle Times’ to recount a medieval banquet feast at Manor castle. Children to 

recount details of the historic feast thinking about what was prepared, who ate what and what the banquet cost.  

 To investigate how castles were defended. 

 To investigate the dungeons and security of a castle.  

 To use a range of secondary sources to answer questions about the 

past.  

 

CASTLE ATTACK! How were castles defended? 

Ask the children to think about why a castle would have had to have defences.  

What sort of defences would they have had?  

Show the children a picture of a castle- can the children spot the defences to stop enemy attack? 

Over s series of lessons-children to investigate castle defences and security 

 Exploring castle defences  

Provide the children with information to investigate for themselves - pages 26-27 Usborne- What were castles for? And pages 44-45 The 

Usborne book of Castles. 

 www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

 Children explore key questions: 

 How were castles defended? Why high walls? 

 What was a battering ram for? 

 What would have happened in a siege? 

 What were moving bridges, firing loops and hoardings? 

Children to imagine that they are part of an enemy army ready to attack a castle. Children to describe their why their attempt was 

unsuccessful due to the castle’s tight defences. Children to describe details of the different types of defences a castle had. 

 

Exploring castle security  

 Why did castles have dungeons? Who do you think stayed there? Why?  What do you think the conditions were like?  

Provide the children with information to investigate for themselves - pages 26-27 Usborne- What were castles for? And pages 44-45 The 

Usborne book of Castles. 

Children to use their findings to write a first person account as a prisoner either taken by Bailiff for not paying taxes, for stealing off the 

Lord or intruding into the Lords castle. Children to include what the dungeons are like, how they feel, how they got there and how they 

are treated.  

http://www.skiptoncastle.co.uk/family.asp
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
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 To investigate castles that remain today both locally and globally  

 To explore castles first-hand  

 To visit Warwick castle and draw conclusions from first-hand 

experiences.  

 

 

 

 

Castles- what remains today? Warwick castle visit/study 

Pose the question- Do castles remain today? Why? How? Where? Local? Global? Have the children been to visit a castle remain?  

How can we find out about this? Discuss different sources we can use.  

Provide the children with information to investigate for themselves - pages 30-31 Usborne- what were castles for? And pages 94-95The 

Usborne book of Castles. 

 Where do castles still exist today? 

 Where within the world are most of these castles? How do we know? What does this tell us about historians? 

Children to discuss their findings.  

 Children to create and annotate a map of the world’s existing castles today. 

 Children to present a historic brochure for a world museum about castles using their learning from the past weeks. Children to 

present information about key features of castles, details of who lived inside a castle, castle defences, feasts and of course castle 

that exist today. Children to use ICT to present their learning.  

 

A REAL CASTLE EXPERIENCE - A Visit to Warwick Castle 

Children to experience first hand the remains of Warwick castle. Children will experience the inside and outside of a castle, explore 

defences and learn about what life was like living in a castle.  

Share a virtual tour of Warwick castle  

http://www.sphericalimages.com/warwickcastle/ 

 

Children to present their castle experience using recounts, annotated tours and maps.  

 

 To use sources to investigate and answer historical questions 

 To explore who and what where knights. 

 To make connections between knights with castles.  

Becoming a knight! – Who and what were knights? Who could be a knight? 

Show the children a range of images of knights- What do they think they are learning? Introduce Knights. 

 What do the children already know?  

 What is a Knight?  

 What questions would the children like to investigate this term about knights? 

Children to produce a sticky wall of historical questions on Post-it-notes.  

Ask the children to draw an image of what they think a knight looked like to assess what perceptions and ideas the children have already 

about what knights and what they look like.  

Tell children we are going to be investigating the key questions 

 Who and what were knights? Who could be a knight? 

http://www.sphericalimages.com/warwickcastle/
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Provide the children with a range of secondary and internet sources to explore and find out for themselves – pages 10-13 Usborne- What 

were castles for?  

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm 

www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

Children to create a first person account as a medieval knight to share what it is like being a knight. Children to include details of who 

and the role of a knight. 

 To investigate knight weapons and armour. 

 To use sources to investigate and answer historical questions 

 

What did knights wear? Exploring weapons and armour of a Knight 

Ask the children to think about what a knight would wear- did knights wear armour? What did it look like? Why would they have worn 

armour? 

Using artefacts and photographs –show the children pieces of knight armour.  

 What conclusions can the children draw from the armour? 

 What does it tell us about historians? 

Share website http://www.ictgames.com/knightinarmour.html 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm 

www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

http://www.ictgames.com/knightinarmour.html 

secondary Sources and textbooks   Usborne – What were castles for?   The Usborne book of Castles. 

Children to present their learning using a variety of writing – information texts and explanation texts. Children to present illustrations 

and images to develop their presentation of information. Children to use ICT to present their learning.  

 To investigate coat-of-arms. 

 To use sources to investigate and answer historical questions 

 

A knight’s Coat of Arms 

Discuss with the children that knights wore armour with coat’s-of-arms 

What do they think coats of arms were? 

 

Children to investigate information on page 10-11 Usborne- what were castles for?  

 What designs were created on coat’s-of-arms? 

 Why did knights have a coat-of-arms? 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm 

secondary Sources and textbooks 

 Usborne – what were castles for? 

 The Usborne book of Castles. 

 www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

Using the following website, children to create their own coat-or-arms to represent themselves.  

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/types_of_castle.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/knightinarmour.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
http://www.ictgames.com/knightinarmour.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/castles/inside.htm
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/
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http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/british_galleries/designa/coat_of_arms/coat_of_arms.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/british_galleries/designa/coat_of_arms/coat_of_arms.html


 

Manor Primary School  

 

Manor Primary School 

Spring Term- Year 5 

Who were the Ancient Greeks? 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will develop their understanding of the achievements of one of earliest European Civilizations. They will develop their understanding of historical concepts such as cause and consequence and continuity and 

change by looking at the Ancient Civilisation of Greece. They will look at how evidence is used to make historical claims and begin to understand connections between national and international history. Learning will be further enhanced by 

a visit to London’s’ British History Museum. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 

times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 

been influenced by the wider world 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century 

and decade. 

 Make comparisons between different times in the past. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes 

and experiences of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the wider 

world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied  

 to describe and make comparisons between the main events, situations and changes within and across 

the different periods and societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to: 

 recognise primary and secondary sources  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give some reasons for this 

 draw comparisons and differences from different sources 
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 bring together relevant sections of information. 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-

ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 

galleries and sites] 

 to ask perceptive questions and find answers by selecting and recording information relevant to the 

focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 know and understand the history of Ancient Greece Britain as a chronological narrative, from the earliest times.  

 understand how people’s lives were shaped and how Britain was influenced by the wider world 

 understand  abstract historical terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, and ‘peasantry’ 

   understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, Understand how life changed through different periods of time and how new technologies 

affected everyday life. 

  make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends,  

 frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning 

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry,  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 to investigate the location, climate and terrain of Greece 

 to place the ancient Greek civilisation on a time line 

 to understand that the ancient Greek civilisation occurred ‘Before 

Christ’ 

Where and when was Ancient Greece? 

Ask the children what they already know about Greece,  

 Who has been there?  Where is Greece within the world?    What was it like?  

Discuss their ideas of the climate, landscape, and terrain. 

Locate mainland Greece and it’s islands on a class map. Discuss the physical features and highlight the difficulty of travel. Would it be easier 

to travel by land or sea? Mark on the class map other major European nations. 

Discuss with the children what Ancient means and place the period of the Ancient Greek empire on a class time line. Time line other 

periods of history studied by the children to ensure that they gain a sense of chronology and time for example significant periods in history 

including the  

 Romans (50BC-500AD),  

 Anglo-SAXONS AND Vikings (500AD-900AD) 

 Victorians (1800-1900) D 

 Discuss or recap BC and AD. 

The website www.bbc.co.uk/weather provides useful information on the climate in Greece. 

Resource Ref: ‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

Children draw a timeline to show years: 1000BC 0 1000AD 2000AD. Children mark on Ancient Greece and present day as well as other 

significant periods of history for a sense of chronology. Using a map of Europe, children to mark of the location of Greece and Ancient 

Greek cities and places using historical sources. 

 To locate the cities of Athens and Sparta on a map of Ancient Greece 

 To compare the city states of Athens and Sparta  

 To investigate and research the land and people of Athens and Sparta. 

 

Where is Athens and Sparta? 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_athens_1.html 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

Resource Ref: ‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections   Ancient Greek cities in the Curriculum Visions pp4 

Recap the time period in question and the location of Greece within the world. 

 Look at a map of Ancient Greece and introduce the idea of city-states. Locate Athens and Sparta on a map and ask the children to describe 

their location.  

Provide the children with various historical sources (written, visual, map and audio sources) as well as research tools to investigate and 

research these two places- Athens and Sparta. 

Focusing on the map, identify where in relation Athens and Sparta are. 

Discuss generally what they were like by investigating the information on the two pages. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/ 

Discuss questions: 

 Who were the Greeks? 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_athens_1.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/
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 What was Ancient Greece like? 

 What does it tell us about Athens and Spartans? 

 Who were the Athenians and Spartans? 

Children to draw map of Europe showing both Britain and Greece. 

Children to use their learning to identify the two main Ancient Greek cities – Athens and Sparta and then mark on other cities of Ancient 

Greece. Children to present some of the findings about who were the Ancient Greeks.  

 

 

 To use a range of secondary, visual and internet sources to investigate Athens 

and Sparta. 

What were the similarities and differences between Athens and Sparta? 

 

Discuss the two Greek cities of Athens and Sparta.  Tell the children that these two states had their own laws, money, rulers, etc and were 

rivals. 

Prepare a number of conflicting statements, eg We welcome writers, no writers here; we welcome visitors, we throw out visitors; we like 

books and free speech, no reading here; our boys go to school, our boys train to be soldiers; we trade with everyone, we do not allow trade; 

the sea is important to us, we control the states around us to protect us; our women must not be seen outside the house on their own, our 

women train to be soldiers and are fit; we allow every citizen to discuss new laws and vote on them and we call it democracy, we have strict 

rules and expect them to be followed and our kings make our decisions. 

Ask the children to sort the statements under the headings using the learning they have gained from their own research findings: 

Resource Ref: ‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/sparta/ 

Set the children an investigation using a wide range of sources (written, encyclopaedia, oral, visual etc) as well as interactive sources to 

research Athens V’s Sparta using the headings 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_athens_1.html 

http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Greece.html 

 

 People 

 Lifestyle 

 City 

 Rulers 

 Money 

 Trade 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/sparta/
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_athens_1.html
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 Women  

Children to record their own research findings under the headings given.  

 ‘Athens near the sea, outward-looking and adventurous’,  
‘Sparta land-locked, inward-looking and nervous’.  

 

 To present main arguments for and against living in Athens and Sparta. 

 

 To form arguments for a class debate. 
 

What are the arguments for and against living in Athens and Sparta? 

Recap the differences and similarities between Athens and Sparta.  

Set up a class debate by dividing the class in two rival groups - Athenians and Spartans!  

Tell both groups that they have to imagine that they live in the best city-state in ancient Greece and they have to try and persuade a friend 

to move to their city-state depending on whether they are an Athenian or Spartan! Remind the children that each group will need to think 

of as many for arguments for living in Athens for example and then against arguments for their rival city state- Sparta. Allow the Athenians 

and Spartans time to discuss their arguments for their own city-state. Remind the children that they need to use last weeks research findings 

on laws, money, rulers, rivers, trade and women to form their arguments! 

Children to use their discussed group arguments to write their own letter to a friend to persuading them to move to their city-state. Letters 

must include well-reasoned points. 

‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

 

 To understand what a government is 

 To understand what a democracy is 

 To investigate how Ancient Greece was governed 

 

 

How were the city-states ruled? 

Briefly recap on the two ancient Greek cities Discuss how these two cities were ruled in Ancient Greece.  

Begin by role-playing two children ruling a democracy.  

Create a class definition of government. Explain that each city-state had it’s own government. Provide background information on the 

systems of government employed by each city-state using interactive sources or Ref: ‘Ancient Greece’- Ginn page 6/’The Ancient Greece –
page 12. Provide the Children with a brief description of what each system of government was and the strengths and weaknesses of each.  

 Which do you think was the most fair?  

 Why?  

 Which system of government was employed in Athens? 

‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

Discuss the role and treatment of boys and girls during the period.  

Children to look at Athens, Sparta and Now (present) and record differences in democracy. Children to consider, how was the Greek system 

of democracy different to ours today? 

 

 

 to infer information about Greek wars and warfare from illustrations and maps 

Why did the Ancient Greeks need a navy? What made ancient Greek fighters so powerful? 

Referring to maps discuss why the Ancient Greeks needed a navy. Look at pictures of ships in pictures and using the history artefact box, 
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 To handle and make observations using primary sources from the past. 

allow the children to handle the artefact vases with visual representations of ships on them.  

Use historical enquiry and questioning skills to discuss what they tell us about the Greeks and their ships.  Discuss why the Trireme was a 

good design for a warship. 

Ask the children to discuss why they think nations; countries or city-states need armies. Is there anything we know about Ancient Greece 

that makes you think soldiers and armies were important? Explain that city-states often fought wars against each other to gain land, take 

corn, goats and slaves. Which city-state do you think had the best soldiers with the most feared reputation? 

Provide children with pictures of Spartan soldiers (HOPLITES) –Ref source: ‘The Greeks’- Oxford Connections. 

Children to write a letter home to a younger brother to encourage them to join the navy for either Athens or Sparta. Children to describe 

their life, battles and persuasive facts about training, fighting techniques and learning on honour 

‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

 To investigate a Greek War Story 

 

 To be able to make connections with the past by looking at cause and 

consequence  

 

 To understand how legend from Ancient Greece could explain key 

events about the civilisation 

 

 To understand how battles may be interpreted in different ways  

 

Greek Battles! 

Show the children a visual picture of a Greek battle- 

 What do the children know about Greek battles? 

 Why do they think battles were part of Greek history? 

 Do they know of any famous Greek battles? 

Children to investigate and read–‘The story of the Trojan Horse’ Ref: Connections-‘The Greeks’ page 22. (The story may be role played 

using children to play the various parts) 

 What did Aphrodite do?  What did Agamemnon do about this? 

 How long did the battle go on? What trick was used to help Troy? 

 Are the children familiar with this story? Have the children seen the film?  

Discuss the story and its battle.  

Children to write a newspaper report to recount the events of the battle once it has ended. To challenge learners, ask the children to present 

their writing from a different perspective.  

 

 

 

 

 To be able to make connections with the past by looking at cause and 

consequence  

Was the battle of Marathon a great victory for the ancient Greeks? 

 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_marathon_1.html 

Tell the story of the Greek success against the Persian army at the Battle of Marathon, noting key points: the Persians landed at Marathon, 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_marathon_1.html
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 To understand how legend from Ancient Greece could explain key 

events about the civilisation 

 

 To understand how battles may be interpreted in different ways  

 

Athens asked Sparta for help and they refused, Athens did eventually defeat the Persians because they were clever, a messenger ran from 

Marathon back to Athens to deliver news of their victory. 

 What might the Athenians’ view of the Spartan refusal to help have been? 

Children write a message from the Athenians to the Spartans asking for their help.  

They must try and persuade them to help and describe what will happen if they don’t. They should then write a reply from the Spartans 

explaining why they cannot send help. 

 

 To understand the beliefs of the Ancient Greeks  

 

 To identify the main Greek gods and their characteristics 

 

 

 To understand how religious beliefs affected everyday lives   

 

Who did the ancient Greeks worship and why? 

Introduce the Greek Gods and Goddesses.  

Share http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/life/video_worship.html 

Resource Ref: ‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

ICT resource – www.bbc.co.uk/schools 

http://www.mythweb.com/  

 

Retell some of the myths associated with them being born, eg: 

Athena being born fully clothed in armour and ready to fight from a bump in Zeus’s head. 

Zeus’s father Cronos eating all his children except for Zeus who killed his father and opened his stomach to let all the other children escape 

from his stomach. 

Zeus turning into an injured bird which Hera took pity on which allowed Zeus to turn back into himself and force Hera to marry him. 

Discuss what each myth tells us about the character of that God and how they relate to what the God is responsible for.  

Children may use the Internet to further investigate Greek Gods, their powers, symbols and myths. 

http://www.mythweb.com/  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_gods_1.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/ 

Children to create character profiles about 2 or 3 gods or goddesses of their choice  

Children to include illustration, Name, characteristics, appearance, powers and symbols.  

 

 

 To investigate Greek myths 

 
 

 

What legends were told in Ancient Greece? 

What is a myth? Why do we have myths and legends? 

 

 Explain that the Ancient Greeks told myths about their heroes. 

Read and investigate the legend of Theseus and the Minotaur or Icarus. 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/life/video_worship.html
http://www.mythweb.com/
http://www.mythweb.com/
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/find_out_more/factfiles/factfile_gods_1.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/
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http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story563-theseus-and-the-minotaur.html 

http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/myths-legends-and-fables.html 

http://www.primarytexts.co.uk/free_resources/Myths17-21.pdf 

http://greece.mrdonn.org/greekgods/icarus.html 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/religion/myths/daedalus.htm 

Children to recount the legends in a range of writing formats.  

 

 to investigate Greek life using different primary sources 

 

 

What happened at the theatre? 

Share information about Greek theatres Ref: Ancient Greece Ginn p.42.  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/life/video_theatre1.html 

Discuss the shape of theatres, how many people could attend a performance, the position of the stage. Draw children’s attention to the altar 

and emphasise that the theatre was part of religious festivals. 

Explain that all actors were men and they had to wear masks to show whether they were young, old, ugly, beautiful, male or female. The 

masks had to be brightly coloured and simple. The faces had to be exaggerated so they could be seen at the back of the theatre. They had 

large open mouths to make the voices of the actors seem louder.  

Children, with a mirror, should practise making different expressions; sad, happy, angry, scared. They should think about the shapes they 

are making with their eyes, nose and mouth.  

Children to design and make a mask of their own 

Resource Ref: ‘The Greeks’ – Oxford Connections 

 

Prior to the next lesson: Ask the children to research the Olympic games. How often is it held? When did it begin? Where is it held? Who 

takes part? What events do they have?   

 

 To investigate the Ancient and Modern Olympic game 

 To map when and where the first ancient Olympics too place on a time 

line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do the sources tell us about the importance of the Olympic games to the ancient Greeks? 

 

Discuss with the children what they Olympic games are and when and where the first games took place. Mark on a time line the precise 

date of the first Olympic games in ancient Athens.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/ 

 

Share information about the Ancient Olympic games (Ancient Greece Ginn p.40/41) eg It was a time for all the city-states to come together. 

It was a competition when the city-states could show how strong they were. The Olympic games were a religious festival to worship Zeus. 

Women and slaves could not enter the games. Discuss the Modern version of the Olympics  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/events/video_games1.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/ 

http://www.communication4all.co.uk/PowerPoint%20Presentations/The%20Story%20of%20the%20Olympic%20Games.pps 

Incorporate any of the children’s research into the discussions. How were the ancient and modern Olympics different?  

http://myths.e2bn.org/mythsandlegends/story563-theseus-and-the-minotaur.html
http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/myths-legends-and-fables.html
http://www.primarytexts.co.uk/free_resources/Myths17-21.pdf
http://greece.mrdonn.org/greekgods/icarus.html
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/religion/myths/daedalus.htm
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/life/video_theatre1.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/events/video_games1.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/
http://www.communication4all.co.uk/PowerPoint%20Presentations/The%20Story%20of%20the%20Olympic%20Games.pps
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Ask the children to respond to questions comparing the Ancient and Modern Olympic games eg; What are the Modern Olympic games? 

Where are they held? When are they held? Who takes part? What events are there? What are the prizes? What are the Para Olympics? 

Where were the Ancient Olympic games held? When? Why? Who took part? What events were there? What were the prizes?  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/events/video_games1.html 

Children to write a magazine information fact file or article on the Ancient and Modern Olympics, which draws out the differences and 

similarities between them. 

 
 

 To  understand the different methods of historical enquiry,  

 To understand how evidence is used rigorously to make historical 

claims  

 to discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of 

the past have been constructed 

 to summarise key learning about the Ancient Greeks. 

What have we learnt about the Ancient Greeks? 

Ask the children to discuss the most important information we have found out about the Ancient Greeks. Display some of the children’s 
ideas. 

Ask the children to think about the different sources they used and how and why interpretations of evidence may vary. 

Which was easiest to interpret? Which was hardest? How aspects of life were most difficult to find out about? 

Children discuss in groups. Produce a pamphlet to explain how to use primary sources when investigating an Ancient Civilisation. Try to 

include tips and why interpretations can differ. 

 

In small groups ask them to come up with a list of points covering what they feel are the most important aspects of Ancient Greece. 

Children create a large poster on our Ancient Greek topic. They may wish to think about: 

What do we know about Ancient Greece? What do we know about Athens and Sparta? What type of government did they have in Athens? 

Why was this important? How did the Ancient Greeks fight? Who did the Ancient Greeks worship? What were the Ancient Greek myths? 

What were the Ancient Greek Olympic games like? 

 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_greeks/events/video_games1.html
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Manor Primary School 

Spring Term Year 6 

Victorian Children  

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will study the key features, including the everyday lives of men, women and children of Children will develop their understanding of the achievements of the earliest civilizations.  

Core Aims  

 know and understand how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century 

and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should: 

 find out about ideas, beliefs, attitudes, behaviour and characteristics of people, recognising that views 

and feelings can differ.  

  identify and describe reasons for, and results of key historical events, situations and changes in Ancient 

Egypt 

 describe, compare and make links between the main events, situations, behaviour and changes in 

Ancient Egypt- work out how conclusions were arrived at. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to: 

 to ask perceptive questions, select and record relevant information 

 identify the different ways the past is represented and to give reasons for this 

 recognise primary and secondary sources 

 use a range of  sources of information to weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and 

judgment.  

 Consider ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations, whether they are fact or fiction  

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information from several sources in a fluent account  
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 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 know and understand how Britain been influenced by the wider world 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,  

  gain an understanding of the connections between national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 To identify the Victorian era  

 

Useful internet links: 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/children/index.htm 

Who were the Victorians and when did they live? 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/children/index.htm
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 To use the skills of historical enquiry to find out about a monarch in 

history. 

 To use a range of secondary sources to find out about key dates, events and 

people in the Victorian period.  

 To draw historical conclusions about the life and reign of Queen Victoria 

 

 

Ask the children what they think they know about the Victorian period and Victorian children.  

When was the Victorian period in history? Who were the Victorians? What do they think life was like for children living in the Victorian times? 

What question do we want to investigate this term about Victorian children? 

 

Tell the children that over the next few lessons they will be exploring when and who the Victorians were. Children will be also looking at key 

monarchs of the Victorian period. 

Over a series of lessons:  

 When did the Victorians live? 

Ask the children to think about the time and date of the Victorian period. Using a class timeline establish when the Victorian period was (1837-

1901 ) Discuss  the period in relation to other periods studied e.g. Romans and Tudors.  

 

Children to produce a chronological timeline showing the dates within this period. Children to include other major periods of British History 

e.g. Tudors (1485-1603), Stuarts (1603-1714), Georgians (1714-1837) and finally the Victorians (1837-1901)  

 Victorian monarchs- Queen Victoria? 

Discuss kings and queens from the Tudor period of 1485 and discuss the period of time each reined. Show the children a picture of Queen 

Victoria. Who is she? What do we know about her? Why was she a key historic figure during Victorian Britain? 

Introduce the children to Queen Victoria. What they think they now tell from the picture, e.g. her status, her lifestyle, what she might have 

been like as a ruling queen. 

 

Provide the children with Queen Victoria’s family tree to investigate.  

 Who was her father? 

 Who was her mother? 

 Who were Queen Victoria’s grandparents? 

 Did she have any brothers or sisters? 

 Did she marry? Who? 

 Did she have any children? 

 How many years did Queen Victoria live? 

Children to create a family tree of Queen Victoria and draw historical conclusions about her family, marriage and children.  

 

 This is your life- Queen Victoria 

 

Children to undertake a mini-investigation using secondary and internet sources to investigate the life and reign of Queen Victoria. Children to 

think about: 

 The key events in her life as a British Victorian monarch? 

 Key life events 

 High and low times as a Queen 

Children to access resources including Connections Oxford pupil book on Victorian Britain, Ginn and Collins History textbooks to research and 

write their short biographies. Children to research web links using ICT - 

http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/victoria.htm 

http://www.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/victoria.htm
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Children to produce a short biography of the life of Queen Victoria. Children to include in their short biographies the time and period in which 

Queen Victoria reined and historic events which occurred in her life.  
 

 To understand what life was like for Victorian children. 

 

 To make comparisons between our own lives and the lives of children in 

other periods in history. 

 

 To use secondary sources to find information about life as a Victorian child.   

 

 To evaluate the reliability and bias of sources of the past. 
 

What was life like for a poor child in the 1840s? 

Ask the children to think about and imagine what life may have been like for children during the Victorian period. Ask the children to think 

about whether all children during 1837-1901 would have had the same life experiences.  

 

 What do you think life was like?  

 Do you think that Victorian children had the same life experiences as we do today?   

 Did the children go to school? 

 Did they work? 

 What historical questions would you like to investigate? 

 

Show the children an extract from a video (Oliver Twist) about life for the poor in the nineteenth century. Discuss the extract seen and what 

impressions it gives of the life of Victorian children. What does it tell us about the life of Victorian children? 

Explain and discuss why children had to work during the Victorian period (Ref. Victorian Britain- Ginn page 18-19) Key Web 

link:http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/standard/work/index.shtml 

Look at and read the first hand journal accounts of working conditions of children during the Victorian period. (Ref.: ‘Victorian Children’ – 

Oxford Connections page 18-19)  

 Ask the children to discuss the information given within the journal especially outlining the working life and conditions within the Victorian 

period. Discuss with the children the numbers of working children in the Victorian period, their hours of work, the types of jobs they did and 

their lack of education. 

 Show the children pictures and photographs of children working –  

 What does it tell us as historians?  

 How reliable id this source? 

 Can visual sources be bias or do they paint a true picture of the past? 

Ask the children to imagine that they are a Victorian child working in a factory during the period in question and create a written journal 

account or a diary extract describing the type of work they do as well as the working conditions. 

 

 To understand what life was like for Victorian children. 

 

 To make comparisons between their lives and the lives of Victorian children  

 

 To use secondary sources to investigate life as a Victorian child.   
 

What was it like for Victorian children working in the mines? 

Introduce the children to what it was like for Victorian children working in the mines.   

 What do you think working down the mines was like?  

 Do they think that it was similar or different to that of working in the factories?  

 What about the dangers? 

 What historical questions do they want to find out about children working in the mines? How reliable are the sources? Do they all 

make the same claims? 

Investigate using the BBC website the sources of information about Victorian mines.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/children_in_coal_mines/  

Using their research and source findings, children to imagine that they are a Victorian child working in the mines. Write a letter to describe 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/children_in_coal_mines/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victorian_britain/children_in_coal_mines/
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their day – children to include details of working conditions, hours and dangers.  
 

 To understand what life was like for rich and poor Victorian children. 

 

  To make historical comparisons and draw conclusions about the lives of 

rich and poor children living in Victorian Britain.  

 

 To use secondary sources to find information about life as a Victorian child.   

 

 To make comparisons between their lives and the lives of Victorian children  

 

What was life like for a rich and poor Victorian child? 

Discuss with the children what they have learnt so far about the lives of Victorian children. Ask the children whether they think all Victorian 

children living in Britain had the same life experiences.  

 What do you think living conditions were like for poor and middle class Victorian children?  

 Do you think that all Victorian children had the same standards of living and homes?  

 Do you think all children had the same home life? 

 What historical questions would you like to investigate toady? 

 

Provide the children with two mystery envelopes- containing one letter from Marjorie Mander, a middle-class Victorian child and another from 

Annie Henry a poor Victorian child. Children to read and discover what life was like for rich and poor Victorian children. Children to think 

about:  

 What do the letters tell us about the lives of Victorian children? 

 How are the two letters similar or different in the details and views they present? 

 What historical conclusions can you draw from the differing letters? 

 How would you feel as a middle class or poor child? 

Using the two letter sources, answer the following questions using evidence from the letters to support your answers 

1. What do the letters tell us about the lives and living conditions of poor and middle class children? 

2. How are they different? Similar? 

3. Why do you think that poor children were living in overcrowding conditions? 

4. What historical conclusions can you draw? 

5. How would you feel as a middle class or poor child? 

 

 

 

 To compare modern and Victorian schooling. 

 

 To identify key features of a Victorian school. 

 

 

 To understand the nature of a Victorian lesson and the relationship between 

teacher and pupil. 

 

 To communicate through drama their understanding of the nature of school 

What was it like going to school at the end of the nineteenth century? – A Victorian school day. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/ 

Information on schooling within the Victorian period can be found in the LCP and Victorian Britain. 

 

Ask the children what they already know about Victorian schools? How different or similar do they think schools were to that of today? 

Over a series of lessons investigate and role play a Victorian school experience: 

 

 A real Victorian school experience: 

Children will be asked to experience a school day in the life of a Victorian child during the end of the nineteenth century. Children will be 

asked to dress up as Victorian children and undertake learning within their classrooms experiencing what they would have used and learnt back 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/
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life in Victorian times. 

 

 

 

 

in the nineteenth century.  

Children will rein- act lessons that were delivered in the Victorian period and teachers to provide opportunities for children to experience what 

it might have been like to be at school in the Victorian period. 

Teachers to take on take on a very strict role and take a firm stance on punishment like being made to stand at the back of the class and wear a 

pointed hat with a ‘D’ for Dunce on the front. 

 Children will experience being taught the ‘Three R’s’ – Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic. The children will also spend large periods of the 

lessons chanting things to ‘learn’ them.  

Ask the children to recall and share their experience of a school day back in the Victorian period. Ask the children to share their learning of 

lessons and other aspects of learning within the nineteenth century including discipline. 

Ask the children to write a diary or journal account of their experience as a nineteenth century school child as well as use cameras to add 

photographs of their school day.  

 What were Victorian schools  

Using mystery envelopes of secondary sources and the Q1’s, allow the children to investigate what schools were like during the Victorian times. 

 What do the sources tell us about Victorian schools? 

 How were Victorian schools different or similar to our schools today? 

 Would you like to be there? 

Reflecting upon their Victorian school research findings, children to write an explanation text about Victorian schooling thinking about lessons, 

teachers and punishments. Children to remember to structure their writing thinking about the key features of an explanation text as well as 

paragraphs. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/ 

http://www.bclm.co.uk/ 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/children/schools.htm 

 

 

 

 To experience first-hand what life was like in Victorian times 

 To draw historical conclusions based on first hand experiences.  

 to consider how attitudes to children and childhood changed over time 

 To investigate artefacts and toys from a different period of time. 

 To question how artefacts might have been used within the past. 

 

 

A Visit to the Black Country Museum- A Real Victorian Experience 

Children to experience first hand learning about life and times during the Victorian period at the Black Country Museum. Children will 

experience: 

 The underground mines- what is was like for men and children working the dangerous and dark conditions of the mines 

 The Victorian school- what is was like being at school during the Victorian times? 

 Victorian homes- what it was like in rich and poor Victorian homes? 

 Victorian shops- what were shops like during Victorian Britain? 

 Victorian games and toys- what street games were played by Victorian children? 

Children to use their first-hand experiences and learning to produce maps of their Victorian tour and recounts in which they are can draw 

historical conclusions about the lives and times of Victorian children.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/
http://www.bclm.co.uk/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians/children/schools.htm
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How did different Victorian children use their spare time? 

Discuss ways of spending spare time, and ask the children to list their interests and those of others in their families. Ask them to consider which 

would have been possible in 1890 and which not, giving reasons. Discuss with the children what leisure interests may have been available. 

Watch - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/ - ‘Play’ and discuss the information on Victorian leisure time and holidays.  

Give the children a range of sources on Victorian leisure pursuits, eg artefacts, textbooks, contemporary paintings, pictures. Ask the children to 

write a post card from Margate describing their holiday and the leisure pursuit that they would be likely undertaking. 

 How did different Victorian children use their spare time? 

Recap on last weeks learning and how the Victorians spend their leisure time. Ask the children to think about what children from the Victorian 

period might have played with or what they might not have played with.  

Show the children a range of toys. Allow the children to handle and question what the toys are and how they might they have been played. 

Allow the children to play with the toys.  Ask the children to use the sources of information to help them produce advertisements or a poster 

advertising Victorian toys. Ask the children to think about how they would persuade children in general to play with them. 

 

 

 to understand that the work of individuals can change aspects of society 

 to find out about important figures in Victorian times 

 to present their findings in different ways 

 

Who has our lives improved compared to Victorian children? 

Ask the children what they think needed to be done for Victorian children in order to improve their life. 

Discuss and mind map how the children’s lives have improved since the Victorian period.  

Talk about Lord Shaftesbury and Dr Barnardo and how they helped children in the Victorian period. Discuss and place key events on the time 

line. Discuss with the children the work of these men, and the way that they changed some children’s lives. ( Ref.: ‘Victorian Children’ – 

Oxford Connections page 28-29) 

http://primaryfacts.com/1745/lord-shaftesbury-facts/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zkr4d2p 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/famous.htm 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqdjmp3 

http://primaryfacts.com/234/dr-barnardo-facts-and-information/ 

 

Children to use their learning to write how life improved for children within the Victorian period. Children to think about key historic figures 

like Dr Barnardo and Lord Shaftesbury and how they contributed to improving the welfare and lives of the poor.   

 
 

 to recall information about the life of children in Victorian times 

 to select appropriate material and present it in a way that shows their 

understanding of the Victorian period 

How did life change for children living in Victorian Britain? 

Refer to the time line to recap the main events, dates and figures to help the children recall some of the main changes to the lives of children 

during the Victorian period. 

Discuss with the children why the changes took place and who benefited from them. Tell the children that a large number of children were still 

working in 1901. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/victorians/
http://primaryfacts.com/1745/lord-shaftesbury-facts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zkr4d2p
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/famous.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqdjmp3
http://primaryfacts.com/234/dr-barnardo-facts-and-information/
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Provide the children with a range of sources and ask them to summarise what they have found out in ways that provide a sense of the Victorian 

period. Children to discuss each resource they used, how valuable is it? How reliable a source is it? Why? Why can some resources have 

different interpretations? Name sources that are open to different imterpretations. 

Children will use the headings- work, school and playa and will record learning from each area of history learnt throughout the term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


